Chamber News: January 2007

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

Next General Meeting:

Tuesday, 16th January 2007, 6pm

The Ritz Social Club, Victoria Street.
AGENDA:

BOB NICHOLSON

CHAIRMAN, SEDGEMOOR TOURISM ASSOCIATION

A PRESENTATION ABOUT THE PROMOTIONS CURRENTLY BEING UNDERTAKEN TO ATTRACT VISITORS TO THIS AREA IN 2007. 

CLLR. MIKE FACEY

COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR BURNHAM-ON-SEA NORTH

WHAT THE COUNTY COUNCIL DOES FOR BURNHAM-ON-SEA AND AN UPDATE ABOUT THE CREATION OF A UNITARY AUTHORITY

JAMES WHITE

CONSERVATION OFFICER, SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL
OUTLINES THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE BURNHAM-ON-SEA CONSERVATION AREA (THIS PARTICULARLY IMPACTS ON BUSINESSES IN COLLEGE STREET, NORTH HIGH STREET, REGENT STREET AND VICTORIA STREET)
COMMITTEE

SHOPPERS’ FEEDBACK SCHEME UPDATE & DISCUSSION

IN ATTENDANCE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS:

Cllr. LOUISE PARKIN, CHAIRMAN OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

ANNE-MARIE SPALDING, TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Please note only paid up members can vote on motions.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN 2007

Wednesday, 31 January 2007: Somerset Chamber of Commerce Business to Business Networking Dinner (7pm for 7.30pm)

Through the Chamber’s affiliation to the Somerset Chamber of Commerce all businesses are invited to attend this dinner at The Walnut Tree, North Petherton. Tickets are £20 for representatives of Burnham Chamber members and £24 for non members. This is an opportunity to network with other Sedgemoor businesses. Previous events elsewhere in the county have proved very popular and so it is hoped will this one, with your support. Burnham Chamber members will receive further information, menu and booking form with this newsletter. Non members can obtain this information from the Committee or through the Chamber web-page.

Saturday, 31 March 2007: Closing Date for Applications to the Shop Front Grant Scheme. 

Sedgemoor District Council has made available £30000 for small grants of up to £1000 per premises for improvements to shop fronts, which enhance the physical appearance of the town centre. Chamber members will receive further information about this scheme with this newsletter. Non members can obtain this information through the Chamber web-page. As funding is limited it is advisable to apply to the Town Centre Manager as soon as possible – ring 01278 435784 or email towncentremanager@sedgemoor.gov.uk.

Saturday, 31 March 2007 to Sunday, 15 April 2007: Spot the odd item in the window competition

13 businesses have already expressed an interest in participating in this competition. The idea is to put a small item into shop windows that differs from items normally available in that shop. Participants have to name as many of the odd items as possible. There will be a prize for the winner. We hope to have around 30 shops putting odd items in their windows for this competition. The aim is to get more people into the town during the Easter School Holiday and looking into windows so they can see the range of goods and services available here. Please contact the Committee if you want to join in with this initiative by the end of January.

Tuesday, 24 April 2007: Annual General Meeting, Committee Elections, Announcement of the Competition Winner (6pm) 

Please contact John Edwards or Alex Turco if you are interesting in joining the Committee.

Tuesday, 17 July 2007: General Meeting (6pm).

Tuesday, 16 October 2007: General Meeting (6pm). 

Saturday, 24 November 2007: Switch on of Christmas Lights (4pm)

Further information about planned events, and new initiatives will be announced through the year via newsletters at the beginning of April, July and October.

NEWS IN BRIEF

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Over 50 businesses in the town are members for 2006/2007, which is a substantial increase on last year. If you have not joined but would like to, please contact the membership officer Rob Johnson at Magpie Gifts. If you do not intend to join, we should like to find out why. Please contact the Chairman, John Edwards at Material Needs, with your feedback.

CARRIER BAGS: The last few places on the proposed Burnham-on-Sea Carrier Bags are available. Contact Rob Johnson at Magpie Gifts for further information on design, bag quality and cost. The aim is to have these produced by the beginning of the summer season.

FARMERS MARKETS: It has just been announced that these will continue through the winter, contrary to previous announcements. The markets will continue to be held on the last Friday of the month. The Committee would like to hear from businesses with evidence of impact on takings on the days of the market compared to non-market Fridays.
YOUR COMMITTEE:
Chairman: John Edwards.

(T) 794751, 07742 390569.

 material.needs@btopenworld.com.

Vice Chairman: Alex Turco.

(T) 788646, 07834 184385.

alexturco@aol.com.

Secretary: David Baker.

(T) 782326, david.jhp@btconnect.com. 

Treasurer: Jonathan Walter.

(T) 07808 988182, walterclan@hotmail.com. 

Membership: Rob Johnson.

(T) 782444, rob@magpiegifts.co.uk
Christmas Lights: Mike Ham. (T) 782568

Committee: Tom Kyffin. (T) 783866, suekyffin05@aol.com. 

Rhonda Mills. (T) 783276.

Honorary President: Gerry Germain.

(T) 785031, castle.antiques@virgin.net.

The Chamber of Trade’s web-page contains details of all Chamber activities. Visit the site at: http://www.burnham-on-sea.com/guide/chamber-of-trade.shtml.
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