Chamber News: March 2005

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

​​​​​​​​​​​IMPORTANT EVENT:

COME TO THE PRINCESS, WEDNESDAY, 6 APRIL 2005, 5.30PM FOR 6PM. MEET THE TOWN CENTRE MANAGER, ANNE-MARIE SPALDING.

THE ROLE OF THE TOWN CENTRE MANAGER IS QUITE SIMPLE. IT IS TO HELP ATTRACT MORE SHOPPERS AND VISITORS INTO THE TOWN.

ANNE-MARIE CAN ONLY DO THIS WITH YOUR HELP AND ASSISTANCE. ANYONE WITH ANY INTEREST IN THE ECONOMIC FUTURE OF THE TOWN SHOULD ATTEND. THIS EVENT IS ORGANISED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL.

YOUR NEW COMMITTEE:
AT THE CHAMBER’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING EARLIER THIS MONTH, A NEW COMMITTEE WAS ELECTED:

JOHN EDWARDS IS THE NEW CHAIRMAN. JOHN RUNS MATERIAL NEEDS ON HIGH STREET. (T) 794751, 07742 390569, AND  material.needs@btopenworld.com. 

DAVID BAKER IS THE NEW SECRETARY. DAVID IS FROM J H PALMER & SONS ON HIGH STREET. (T) 782326.

JONATHAN WALTER OF ROLY’S FUDGE PANTRY ON HIGH STREET REMAINS TREASURER.

GERRY GERMAIN FROM CASTLE ANTIQUES ON VICTORIA STREET REMAINS AS VICE-CHAIRMAN. (T) 785031 OR castle.antiques@virgin.net.

ALEX TURCO FROM J.R. & M.S. TURCO AT 55 VICTORIA STREET JOINS THE COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT REGENERATION AND TRANSPORT ISSUES. (T) 788646 OR alexturco@aol.com.  

MIKE HAM FROM G H TYRES ON ADAM STREET ALSO JOINS THE COMMITTEE. (T) 782568

PLEASE CONTACT ANY OF THE ABOVE.

REGENERATION UPDATE:

THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY HAS ASKED FOR AN ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL ‘CIVIC PRIDE’ PROJECTS, SUCH AS REDEVELOPMENT OF THE TOWN CENTRE AND ESPLANADE, BEFORE COMMITING TO SPENDING MONEY. FURTHER INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW.

MEANWHILE, THE REGENERATION COMMITTEE HAS FINALLY PUT TRANSPORT AND PARKING ONTO ITS AGENDA FOLLOWING MUCH LOBBYING BY YOUR CHAMBER OF TRADE REPRESENTATIVES, ALEX TURCO AND JOHN EDWARDS, AND IS CURRENTLY CONSIDERING A DETAILED TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE PLANS AND AS PART OF THE 2006 TO 2011 LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN. 

THE SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL (SDC) BID FOR THE LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN INCLUDES PROVISION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS TO AID REGENERATION OF BURNHAM.

QUICK WIN PROJECTS, SUCH AS SIX FINGER POSTS POINTING TO HIGH STREET SHOPS, FACILITIES AND PARKING, FROM THE ESPLANADE HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. FURTHER PROJECTS SUCH AS ‘YOU ARE HERE’ PANELS IN CAR PARKS AND ‘CULTURAL INFORMATION PANELS’ ALONG THE ESPLANADE WILL SHORTLY BE INSTALLED.

PARKING AND TRANSPORT:

SDC HAS CONFIRMED THAT FUNDING IS AVAILABLE IN THE 2005/2006 YEAR TO EXTEND THE LYNTON ROAD AND SWIMMING POOL CAR PARKS. THIS WILL INCREASE CAPACITY BY 24 SPACES IN TOTAL.

WHILST SDC HAS PUBLISHED COACH PARKING CHARGES IN PIER STREET EAST CAR PARK, THE TOWN COUNCIL HAS CONFIRMED IN WRITING TO THE CHAMBER THAT CHARGES WILL REMAIN SUSPENDED AND ARE NOT TO BE RE-INTRODUCED FROM 1 APRIL 2005. 

FOLLOWING A MEETING OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC OBJECTIONS PANEL ON 22 MARCH, THE PROPOSED EXTENSION TO THE ESPLANADE CHARGING SEASON TO EIGHT MONTHS FROM SIX MONTHS HAS BEEN REJECTED. PARKING CHARGES ONLY APPLY FROM 1 APRIL TO 30 SEPTEMBER.

BUSINESS TIPS:

· YOU MIGHT BE ELIGIBLE FOR SMALL BUSINESS RATE RELIEF AGAINST YOUR BUSINESS RATES FOR RATEABLE VALUES UP TO £15000. YOU ONLY HAVE UNTIL 1 APRIL TO CLAIM THIS RELIEF TO POTENTIALLY SAVE HUNDREDS OF POUNDS ON YOUR BUSINESS RATES. TELEPHONE SDC ON 0845 408 2548 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

· DO YOU HAVE LESS THAN FIFTY EMPLOYEES? IF END OF YEAR RETURNS (P14 AND P35) ARE FILED VIA THE INLAND REVENUE WEBSITE, TOTAL TAX SAVINGS OF UP TO £825 ARE AVAILABLE BETWEEN NOW AND 2010. APPLY VIA www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk.

· THE MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES TO £5.05 PER HOUR FOR ADULTS FROM 1 OCTOBER 2005, INCREASING TO £5.35 FROM 1 OCTOBER 2006. THE 18 TO 21 YEAR OLD MINIMUM INCREASES TO £4.25 THIS YEAR AND £4.45 NEXT.

· FIRST CLASS STAMPS RISE TO 30 PENCE IN APRIL.

YOUR CHAMBER, YOUR VOICE:

THE CHAMBER WISHES TO PUBLISH A PROMOTIONAL LEAFLET ABOUT THE BUSINESSES IN THE TOWN TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO ENCOURAGE MORE LOCALS AND VISITORS TO SHOP IN THE TOWN.

THIS LEAFLET NEEDS TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE THE HOLIDAY SEASON AND SO PLEASE CONTACT THE COMMITTEE URGENTLY IF YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING.
ADDITIONALLY, PROPOSALS TO EXTEND THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS INTO VICTORIA STREET ARE CURRENTLY BEING CONSIDERED AS WELL AS OTHER IDEAS TO ENCOURAGE SHOPPERS. DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS? CONTACT THE COMMITTEE.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OR RENEW CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT DAVID BAKER. 
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