Chamber News: April 2007

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

Annual General Meeting:

Tuesday, 24th April 2007, 6pm

The Ritz Social Club, Victoria Street.
AGENDA:

SGT. IAN KENNETT

Avon & Somerset Constabulary

Working with business to reduce crime in Burnham-on-Sea

John Clist

Hon. Secretary, burnham-on-sea sailing club

GETTING INVOLVED WITH THE 2007 BURNHAM-ON-SEA REGATTA

To receive reports from Committee of the activities in 2006/7

To receive accounts for the year ending 31/3/2007

To elect committee for 2007/2008

 

Reports & Accounts: Documents will be available at the meeting.

‘Spot the odd item’ competition winner ANNOUnCEMENT
Light Refreshments available

IN ATTENDANCE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS:

Cllr. LOUISE PARKIN, CHAIRMAN OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Mrs. ANNE-MARIE SPALDING, TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Please note only paid up members can speak and vote on motions.
Committee Elections:

David Baker and Tom Kyffin have indicated that they will be standing down from the Committee at the AGM. John Edwards will stand down as Chairman although he has indicated his willingness to remain on the Committee as immediate past chairman. This means that there are three committee vacancies. In accordance with Article 6F of the Chamber Constitution, nominations can be made in writing by any member and the nomination shall be sent to David Baker at Greenslade Taylor Hunt at least 48 hours prior to the date and time of the AGM, with written confirmation of the consent of the person so nominated to serve. Nomination forms can be obtained from David Baker. The remainder of the existing Committee has indicated its willingness to stand for re-election. If you would like to join the Committee please contact Alex Turco at the earliest opportunity to find out more about what joining the Committee involves. 

NEWS IN BRIEF:

TOWN CENTRE POSTAL SERVICE: A number of Chamber Members have expressed disappointment with the time of day that post is delivered to businesses in the Town Centre. Are you unhappy with the time you receive your post? Do you now collect your post from the sorting office to avoid these delays? If the answer to either of these questions is YES, then please let us know and the Chamber will make representations to the Royal Mail locally about your concerns. Please contact Alex Turco.

COMPETITION: The Committee’s thanks go to all those businesses that have put an odd item in their window. Please encourage your customers to take part, further entry forms are available – remember the Chamber is providing a £100 cash first prize. The competition ends at 5pm on Monday, 16 April 2007.

SHOPPER’S GUIDE: The Sedgemoor Tourism Association has kindly been distributing copies through its Winter promotion of the area, particularly at events in Cardiff, the National Boat, Caravan and Outdoor show in Birmingham, on a West Midlands Open Bus Tour and more locally. Around 25000 of the 75000 printed last year remain to be distributed through the Summer. Therefore, it remains the plan to update and re-print the guide early in 2008. If you wish to distribute the current Shopper’s Guide through your business, please contact John Edwards for more supplies.

CONSERVATION AREA: The Committee made a detailed response to the recent consultation about the extension of this area into the Town Centre. The proposals to restrict building colour schemes will now only be applied to the Esplanade and there are concessions regarding windows. If you wish to make a response to revised proposals, you must do so by Midday on Wednesday, 18 April 2007 to Sedgemoor District Council.

SHOP FRONT GRANT SCHEME: Unfortunately not many businesses applied to the Town Centre Manager for up to £1000 towards the cost of shop front improvements. Consequently, Sedgemoor District Council has just announced that it is significantly reducing funding available from £30000 to £10000. Did you consider applying but were put off by the process? Please make the Committee aware of your opinion on this matter.

MEMBERS’ FEEDBACK: Thank you to those members who took the trouble to complete our membership survey, which provided some very useful guidance. A number of members requested that the Police should come to speak – we are pleased to be able to deliver this at the forthcoming meeting.

CHAMBER WEB PAGE: Thanks to www.burnham-on-sea.com the web-page is regularly updated. All newsletters from the last two years, membership forms, the Constitution and details of current Chamber activities are all available. The page is now available through an easier address: www.burnhamonseachamber.org. Committee have new emails. E.g. chairman@burnhamonseachamber.org. 

CARRIER BAGS: All advertising space on the Burnham-on-Sea Carrier Bag has been reserved and production is expected to start shortly. All bags are recyclable and a surplus of bags will be produced, available for purchase by members through Rob Johnson to help promote shopping in Burnham-on-Sea. 

SOMERSET CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: The Somerset Chamber Sedgemoor Networking Dinner in late January was an excellent function. Many business cards and Shopper’s Guides were handed out. A further networking dinner is scheduled for later in the year. A Somerset Chamber Event about Customer Service, funded by Sedgemoor District Council is being held at the Royal Clarence Hotel on Wednesday, 2 May 2007 at 6pm for 6.30pm. Members will find further information about this attached, or via the webpage.

LEGISLATION: The Minimum Wage changes on 1 October 2007. Adult rate (workers aged 22 and over) will increase to £5.52. Development rate for 18-21 year olds will increase to £4.60. Development rate for 16-17 year olds will increase to £3.40. Since 1 January all Limited Companies who have a website or use email need to display their Company Registration Number, Place of Registration and Registered Office on their website and email. Is your business ready for the smoking ban due to be introduced in enclosed workplaces on 1 July? Visit www.smokefreeengland.co.uk to receive all current information about this new legislation.
YOUR COMMITTEE:
Chairman: John Edwards.

(T) 794751, 07742 390569.

 New email: chairman@

Vice Chairman: Alex Turco.

(T) 788646, 07834 184385.

New email: vicechairman@

Secretary: David Baker.

(T) 782326. New email: secretary@ 

Treasurer: Jonathan Walter.

(T) 07808 988182, New email: treasurer@ 

Membership: Rob Johnson.

(T) 782444, New email: membership@

Christmas Lights: Mike Ham. (T) 782568

Committee: Tom Kyffin. (T) 783866, New email: competition@ 

Rhonda Mills. (T) 783276.

Honorary President: Gerry Germain.

(T) 785031 New email: president@.

The web-page contains details of all Chamber activities. www.burnhamonseachamber.org.

Email the committee: title@burnhamonseachamber.org. 
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