Chamber News: July 2006

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

Next General Meeting:

Tuesday, 18th July 2006, 6pm

The Ritz Social Club, Victoria Street.
SPEAKERS:

PETER BURKS

MANAGING DIRECTOR, SANDERS GARDENWORLD LTD

HOW SANDERS AND BURNHAM-ON-SEA CAN WORK TOGETHER

RUPERT COX

CHIEF EXECUTIVE, SOMERSET CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INITIATIVE LTD

NETWORKING AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AT THE COUNTY LEVEL

COMMITTEE

2006/2007: THE WAY FORWARD
PLANNED PROMOTIONAL EVENTS - DISCUSSION 

UPDATE ON PARKING MATTERS

IN ATTENDANCE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS:

Cllr. LOUISE PARKIN, CHAIRMAN OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

ANNE-MARIE SPALDING, TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
WE NEED YOUR INPUT. 

COME AND HAVE YOUR SAY.

OPEN TO MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Please note only paid up members can vote on motions.
2006/2007: THE WAY FORWARD:

The committee recently held a strategy meeting to devise new and exciting plans for the Chamber to build on the successful launch of the Shoppers’ Guide. Committee decided to add a new objective for the Chamber to aim to improve communication and to provide a better forum for member’s ideas in the future. Time is set aside at the meeting on 18th July to listen to member’s positive ideas for the future. In the meantime, the Committee would like to put forward the following initiatives for your consideration. Your comments about these proposals will be needed at the meeting:

· Would members like the Chamber to investigate summer cosmetic improvements, such as further floral displays or bunting across the streets?

· Would members support some form of shoppers’ feedback system – a form of suggestion box, both in paper form and electronically?

· Would members participate in competitions for the public, such as a ‘spot the odd item in the window’ competition?

· Do members want more networking / social events?

· Is there a demand for the Chamber to organise events? If so, what events would attract people into the town?

· Is there any value in Loyalty schemes either for shoppers or between businesses?

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

1 July marks the start of the new subscription year and if you have not already done so, you will shortly receive a subscription notice for 2006/2007. These will also be available at the meeting on 18th July. Not all businesses in the town choose to join, which is a shame when the Chamber is undertaking many different activities, some of which are very visible, such as the Shoppers’ Guide, and others which are not, such as improving relations with local government, lobbying for improvements, and responding to consultation. The larger the membership, the larger the voice of business in this town. We are sure that when you receive your subscription notice there is a Chamber objective or current activity, which impacts on your business. For further information, please contact the Membership Officer, Rob Johnson of Magpie Gifts.

A BOARDS:

The Town Council shortly will be providing updated guidance on A Boards following an increase in numbers of boards, disputes and complaints. In the meantime, you are asked at the very least to observe the current rules: Boards are only permitted where pedestrians are allowed 6ft (1.8m) of clear pavement. Otherwise, boards should only be flat against premises. Under no circumstances may boards be attached to street furniture, or obstruct the highway. Compliance does not negate the possibility of civil action in the event of injury.
PARKING:

Following many sensible suggestions about parking from members, the Committee has been in discussions with the Town Council and Sedgemoor District Council. A full update will be available to members at the meeting on 18th July.

YOUR COMMITTEE:
Chairman: John Edwards.

(T) 794751, 07742 390569.

 material.needs@btopenworld.com.

Vice Chairman: Alex Turco.

(T) 788646, 07834 184385.

alexturco@aol.com.

Secretary: David Baker.

(T) 782326, david.jhp@btconnect.com. 

Treasurer: Jonathan Walter.

(T) 07808 988182, walterclan@hotmail.com. 

Membership: Rob Johnson.

(T) 782444, rob@magpiegifts.co.uk
Christmas Lights: Mike Ham. (T) 782568

Committee: Tom Kyffin

(T) 783866, suekyffin05@aol.com.

Honorary President: Gerry Germain.

(T) 785031, castle.antiques@virgin.net.

The Chamber of Trade’s web-page contains details of all Chamber activities. Visit the site at: http://www.burnham-on-sea.com/guide/chamber-of-trade.shtml.
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