Chamber News: July 2007

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

Next General Meeting:

Tuesday, 17th July 2007, 6pm

Town Council Offices, Jaycroft Road.
IF YOU ONLY ATTEND ONE MEETING THIS YEAR, PLEASE MAKE IT THIS ONE.

 the future of your business could depend upon it.

AGENDA:

cllr. eric gill

chairman, town council town improvement committee 

EXPLAINING THE TOWN COUNCIL’S PRIORITIES FOR 2007/2008
GRAHAM COOK

CHAIRMAN, BURNHAM-ON-SEA FOLKFEST

INFORMATION ABOUT THE 2007 EVENT

the main business of the meeting from 6.30pm:

REGENERATION CONSULTATION EVENT

IT HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT AEDAS HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO LEAD THE FINAL DESIGN OF THE burnham-on-sea REGENERATION PROPOSALS, WHICH WILL TRANSFORM THE TOWN CENTRE. THE CHAMBER IS DELIGHTED TO WELCOME AEDAS TO OUR MEETING. THIS WILL ALLOW MEMBERS THE CHANCE TO HAVE THEIR SAY AND FOR AEDAS TO INCORPORATE BUSINESSES’ KNOWLEDGE INTO THE FINAL SCHEME. THIS WILL BE THE MAIN AND POSSIBLY ONLY OPPORTUNITY FOR BUSINESS TO SPEAK UP BEFORE THE FINAL PLANS ARE SUBMITTED FOR PLANNING PERMISSION BY THE END OF THE YEAR. PLEASE get involved.

OPEN TO ALL THE TOWN’S BUSINESSES

Please note only paid up members can speak and vote on motions. Refreshments available.
SUBSCRIPTIONS:

1 July marks the beginning of the new subscription year. The Committee is delighted to report that membership for 2006/7 stands at a decadal high of 62, an increase of almost 50% on 2005/6. A subscription notice is delivered with this newsletter. The Committee has decided to increase the membership to £40 this year to include a free entry in the A to Z section of the 2008 Shopper’s Guide, which in 2006 cost £24 alone. However, prompt payment by 31 July 2007 results in a £5 discount to maintain the cost at last year’s price and still including the entry in the Shopper’s Guide. It is the Committee’s desire to continue to build our membership offer and to ensure our work encompasses matters of relevance to every business in this Town. A new logo has been designed and this be launched shortly to create a fresh Chamber identity. This will be made into a membership badge for you to display. THE BIGGER THE MEMBERSHIP, THE BIGGER THE VOICE OF BUSINESS IN THE TOWN. PLEASE JOIN US. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
NEWS IN BRIEF:

REGATTA TREASURE HUNT: The Committee’s thanks go to 25 members who have kindly offered to act as Clues in the forthcoming Treasure Hunt. The Treasure Hunt will run from Saturday, 28 July to Saturday, 4 August 2007 inclusive with cryptic clues leading participants around the Town Centre. Naturally this year’s extended Regatta is likely to attract visitors to the Sea Front, so the Committee felt it important to run an event to encourage visitors back into the Town Centre. Around 5000 entry forms will be printed and distributed through schools, holiday parks, the Tourist Information Centre and through Town Centre businesses. Would you like to distribute entry forms? Please email treasurehunt@burnhamonseachamber,org or contact the Committee. The Chamber is providing a £100 cash first prize and other members have kindly donated more prizes. STOP PRESS: Regatta Programme Adverts cost £25 per half page. Contact Terry Moul by Saturday, 7th July on 07720 773983 or terrymoul@hotmail.com to reserve space.

SHOPPER’S GUIDE: Are you running low on Shopper’s Guides? Further supplies are available by emailing shoppersguides@burnhamonseachamber.org or by contacting the committee. It remains the plan to update and re-print the guide early in 2008, with a provisional launch date of Tuesday, 22 April 2008. All 2007/2008 members will have a complimentary listing in the A to Z section as part of the subscription. 

UNITARY AUTHORITY: The Committee made a detailed response to this proposal. It was acknowledged that in principle one Council rather than two could offer economic and accessibility enhancements. However, since no clear case was made for the chosen geographical area, there was no detailed consultation in advance of a bid, the existing frameworks for voluntary and pressure groups consultation would not be built upon, and as representation would be reduced and placed in the hands of those unelected, the Committee felt that it must reject the current proposal. Should any member require a copy of this response, please contact the Chairman.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: Businesses might not be aware that Sedgemoor District Council is currently in the process of replacing its Local Plan with a Local Development Framework. This will provide the template for all future development in the District for potentially the next 20 years. Therefore, the Committee has already been involved with two of the Consultations and is currently writing its response to a third consultation. This lobbying is essential to ensure that business’ opinion is heard and in particular to ensure that Burnham achieves economic sustainability. Should any member require a copy of these responses, please contact the Chairman.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: Subject to any unforeseen circumstances, the Chamber’s calendar until next April is now confirmed as follows: General meetings will take place on Wednesday, 17 October 2007 and Thursday, 17 January 2008 and the Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 22 April 2008. The Christmas Light switch on is confirmed for Saturday, 24 November 2007 and the next Spot the Odd Item in the Window competition will take place from Friday, 21 March 2008 (Good Friday) until Monday, 14 April 2008. The meeting days have been altered following member feedback that Tuesdays are inconvenient for some members. Please let the Committee know if you have difficulties with meeting scheduling.

CHAMBER WEB PAGE: This year’s membership form requests your consent to extend the way in which the list of members can be used. Please let the Committee know whether a list of Members’ details would add value to your membership if this were to be included on www.burnhamonseachamber.org.

CARRIER BAGS: Concerns about the impact on the environment mean that the Committee is currently re-thinking this project. Further information will follow shortly. 

SOMERSET CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: The Somerset Chamber’s Annual President’s Ball at the Somerset County Cricket Club takes place on Saturday, 28 July 2007. This black tie event costs £37 per person. Please contact manager@somerset-chamber.co.uk or call 01823 444924 for further information.

A-BOARDS: The Town Council will only allow advertising boards where pedestrians are allowed 6ft (1.8m) of clear pavement. Otherwise, boards should only be flat against premises. Under no circumstances may boards be attached to street furniture, or obstruct the highway. Compliance does not negate the possibility of civil action in the event of injury. Please contact the Town Clerk on 788088 for further guidance.

YOUR 2007/8 COMMITTEE:
Chairman: Alex Turco.

(T) 788646, 07834 184385.

Email: chairman@

Past Chairman: John Edwards.

(T) 794751, 07742 390569.

 Email: pastchairman@

Secretary: Rhonda Mills. (T) 783276. 

Treasurer: Jonathan Walter.

(T) 07808 988182, Email: treasurer@ 

Membership: Rob Johnson.

(T) 782444, Email: membership@

Christmas Lights: Mike Ham. (T) 782568

Committee: Geoff Shickle. (T) 786446 

Mark Newman. (T) 07834 635797, Email: web@

Honorary President: Gerry Germain.

(T) 785031, Email: president@.

The web-page contains details of all Chamber activities. www.burnhamonseachamber.org.

Email the committee: title@burnhamonseachamber.org. 


Published by the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade, July 2007. All information contained is for guidance only and no responsibility taken for the contents of external websites referred to herein.











