Chamber News: October 2005

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:

6PM, TUESDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2005

UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM, THE SOMERSET & DORSET PUBLIC HOUSE

OPEN TO MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

SPEAKERS:

PETER BURKS, MANAGING DIRECTOR, SANDERS GARDENWORLD LTD

WHY THE EXPANSION OF SANDERS GARDENWORLD COULD BE GOOD FOR THE RETAILERS OF BURNHAM-ON-SEA

MIKE YOUNG, CHAIRMAN, CARNIVAL COMMITTEE

SUPPORTING THE CARNIVAL

THE POLICE

HOW BUSINESS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE TOWN CENTRE LOCAL ACTION TEAM

COMMITTEE

UPDATE ON RECENT ACTIVITIES

REGENERATION 

PROPOSALS FOR CHRISTMAS LATE NIGHT OPENING & CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON 

IN ATTENDANCE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS:

Cllr. ERIC GILL, THE MAYOR OF BURNHAM & HIGHBRIDGE

ANNE-MARIE SPALDING, TOWN CENTRE MANAGER

WE NEED YOUR INPUT. COME AND HAVE YOUR SAY.

CHRISTMAS:

The switch on of the Christmas Lights is scheduled for Saturday, 26 November 2005. In order to make the event a success, the Chamber is attempting to organize entertainment. An announcement will be made at the General Meeting about any expansion in this year’s lighting display. 

The Chamber would like to co-ordinate late night opening in the run-up to Christmas. A debate will be held about this at the general meeting, so come along and have your say. If it is agreed that late night opening should take place it will be possible to organize effective publicity. However, late night opening will only work if it is supported by the vast majority of businesses in the town.

Provisionally late night opening until 8pm would be encouraged on Thursdays 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December, as well as on the night of the Christmas Lights switch on, Saturday, 26th November 2005.

At this time of year many locals are working away from the town. If our shops are closed when they are here, they cannot spend their money in the town. COME AND HAVE YOUR SAY AT THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING.

WEBSITE:

The Chamber of Trade is delighted to announce that its web-page is now complete. This will be regularly updated with extra information and events as they are planned. Our thanks go to Mark Newman of www.burnham-on-sea.com for making this happen. 

Chamber members are reminded that individual member web-pages can be constructed by Mark Newman and linked into the Chamber web-page. Existing web-sites of members can also have links added. Contact Alex Turco for further details. Visit the site at:
http://www.burnham-on-sea.com/guide/chamber-of-trade.shtml
CARNIVAL:

This year’s event will be taking place from 7.30pm on Monday, 7 November 2005. The Chamber urges local businesses to support the Carnival, especially those on the route. In particular, given the large crowds anticipated, late night opening is encouraged.

We are delighted to welcome the chairman of the Carnival Committee to our next general meeting. COME AND HERE MORE ABOUT SUPPORTING THE CARNIVAL AT THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING.

BUSINESS TIPS:

· Reminder: The Minimum Wage increases to £5.05 per hour for Adults from 1 October 2005 and increasing to £5.35 from 1 October 2006. The 18 to 21 year old rate increases to £4.25 this year and £4.45 next.

· The accounting and reporting requirements for limited companies are to change on 1 October. The changes mainly relate to the introduction of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). A summary of the changes is available at www.gnn.gov.uk. 

· The Bankers Automated Clearing Service (BACS) is switching over to an online system from 1 January 2006. This will affect payroll systems. Further information at www.personneltoday.com.

· Please remind your customers that it is free to park on The Esplanade from 1 October.

SHOPPING IN BURNHAM LEAFLET UPDATE:

Those who expressed an interest in the proposed advertorial leaflet promoting Shopping in Burnham will be contacted shortly to arrange a meeting so that the leaflet can be ready for Spring 2006. It is not too late to participate. Contact John Edwards as soon as possible.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

All businesses in the town centre should have recently received an invitation to join the Chamber of Trade for the year 1 July 2005 to 30 June 2006, together with a statement of reasons why you should join. Please ignore this if you paid at the July general meeting.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO DAVID BAKER AT THE GENERAL MEETING. APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE GENERAL MEETING IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED YOURS.

THE BIGGER THE MEMBERSHIP; THE BIGGER THE VOICE OF BUSINESS IN THE TOWN. All members will be issued with a membership badge, which we encourage you to display!

YOUR COMMITTEE:
Chairman: John Edwards.

(T) 794751, 07742 390569.  material.needs@btopenworld.com.

Secretary: David Baker.

(T) 782326, david.jhp@btconnect.com. 

Treasurer: Jonathan Walter.

(T) 01454 846033

Vice Chairman: Gerry Germain.

(T) 785031, castle.antiques@virgin.net.

Committee (Newsletter, Transport, Regeneration): Alex Turco.

(T) 788646, alexturco@aol.com.

Committee (Christmas Lights): Mike Ham. (T) 782568 


Published by the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade, September 2005. All information contained is for guidance only and no responsibility taken for the contents of websites referred to herein.











Newsletter sponsored by: MATERIAL NEEDS, 79 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea (T) 794751

For all your fabrics, wools, craft materials and haberdashery.


