Chamber News: October 2006

Newsletter of the Burnham-on-Sea Chamber of Trade

Next General Meeting:

Tuesday, 17th October 2006, 6pm

The Ritz Social Club, Victoria Street.
AGENDA:

DEREK GROVES - BUSINESS LINK SOMERSET

A PRESENTATION ABOUT THE SERVICES AVAILABLE TO LOCAL BUSINESS FROM BUSINESS LINK SOMERSET

A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR THE CHAMBER
PROPOSED BURNHAM-ON-SEA CARRIER BAGS

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PLANS FOR CHRISTMAS 2006
IN ATTENDANCE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS:

Cllr. LOUISE PARKIN, CHAIRMAN OF THE TOWN COUNCIL’S TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

ANNE-MARIE SPALDING, TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Please note only paid up members can vote on motions.
SHOPPING IN BURNHAM-ON-SEA CARRIER BAGS:

The committee has noticed that many businesses in the town do not have their own branded carrier bags. It has been concluded that economies of scale can only be achieved through production of a minimum of 25000 bags, which for some businesses is more than they will need for many years. Therefore, the Chamber proposes to produce a carrier bag where different businesses can purchase advertising space in the style of the Shopper’s Guide and the bags are divided between participants for use. Dependent upon demand, two grades of bag could be produced. Expressions of interest will be taken and further information available at the meeting on 17 October.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

We are delighted to announce that almost 50 businesses have renewed their subscriptions, which is an increase on last year. All businesses should have received a subscription notice and SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE. If you have not received your notice, these will be available at the meeting on 17 October and are available now through the Chamber’s web page. For further information, please contact the Membership Officer, Rob Johnson of Magpie Gifts.

A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR THE CHAMBER:

To promote good governance and to aid applications for grants, the Chamber has produced a new Constitution document. Members will receive a copy with this newsletter otherwise it is available for inspection on the Chamber web-page. Until this point the current Chamber has had no formal governing document although rules of a previous Chamber, originally adopted in 1963 have been used as a model and as guidance. Members are given notice that there will be a vote on the adoption of the Constitution at the meeting on 17 October. Therefore, it is important for as many members as possible to attend the meeting. Please read the document and bring with you any comments. 

NEWS IN BRIEF:

( The Chamber is delighted to announce that its committee vacancy has been filled by Rhonda Mills of Sea Breeze, 37 Victoria Street. The Committee is pleased to welcome Rhonda. 

( Distribution of the Shopper’s Guide has been going well. Around 35000 of the 75000 printed have been circulated. This means that there should be sufficient stocks for 2007, as anticipated. The guide will then be updated and re-printed in Spring 2008.

( The Chamber proposes to run a ‘Spot the odd item in the window’ competition. The aim of this is to draw more shoppers into the town and to encourage them to look into different shops. Each participating shop will be allocated a number, which will be displayed in their window. Entry forms are given to competitors including names, addresses and widow numbers of the participating shops. There will be a prize for the most complete answers. If your business is interested in participating, please contact Tom Kyffin, or advise the Committee at the meeting.
( The Somerset Chamber of Commerce is holding a dinner on Wednesday, 31 January 2007. All business groups in Sedgemoor are invited and so all members are encouraged to attend. The dinner will be held at the Walnut Tree, North Petherton at 7pm for 7.30pm. Please contact John Edwards for further information. 

( Members might have noticed that certain of the lighting columns along High Street did not have their full compliment of hanging baskets in 2006. As part of the continued work to secure cosmetic improvements to the town centre to improve the shopping environment, this has been noted and the Chamber will be working to secure improvements for 2007.

( Following its approval at the July meeting, the Committee is currently undertaking a trial of a new shopper’s feedback system. An online feedback system is also under development through the Chamber web-page.

( This year’s Carnival will be taking place from 7.30pm on Monday, 6 November 2006. The Chamber urges local businesses to support the Carnival, especially those on the route. In particular, given the large crowds anticipated, late night opening is encouraged. Members of the Committee will be helping to judge the best entrants this year!

( Dates for your 2007 diary: Next Member’s Meeting is Tuesday, 16 January 2007 and the Annual General Meeting and Committee Elections will take place on Tuesday, 17 April 2007.

( STOP PRESS: IT HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL IS TO SPEND £65000 UPGRADING SEA FRONT TOILETS, £30000 ON A SHOP FRONT IMPROVEMENT GRANT SCHEME, £7500 ON A RETAIL TRAINING INITIATIVE AND £14000 ON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN BURNHAM & HIGHBRIDGE. MORE DETAILS AT THE MEETING ON 17 OCTOBER.
NEW LEGISLATION:

( The Minimum Wage increases to £5.35 per hour for Adults from 1 October 2006. The 18 to 21 year old rate also increases to £4.45. Further information: www.hmrc.gov.uk/nmw.  

( Fire Regulations change from 1 October. All employers must carry out a suitable and sufficient fire risk assessment of the risk of fire to employees. Those who have five or more employees must keep a formal record of any significant findings and remedial measures taken. Further information: www.communities.gov.uk.

( From 1 October, it is no longer lawful to discriminate on grounds of age. Regulations are changing dramatically and all employers are potentially affected through all parts of the personnel cycle. Further information: http://www.dti.gov.uk/employment/discrimination. 
YOUR COMMITTEE:
Chairman: John Edwards.

(T) 794751, 07742 390569.

 material.needs@btopenworld.com.

Vice Chairman: Alex Turco.

(T) 788646, 07834 184385.

alexturco@aol.com.

Secretary: David Baker.

(T) 782326, david.jhp@btconnect.com. 

Treasurer: Jonathan Walter.

(T) 07808 988182, walterclan@hotmail.com. 

Membership: Rob Johnson.

(T) 782444, rob@magpiegifts.co.uk
Christmas Lights: Mike Ham. (T) 782568

Committee: Tom Kyffin. (T) 783866, suekyffin05@aol.com. Rhonda Mills.

(T) 783276.

Honorary President: Gerry Germain.

(T) 785031, castle.antiques@virgin.net.

The Chamber of Trade’s web-page contains details of all Chamber activities. Visit the site at: http://www.burnham-on-sea.com/guide/chamber-of-trade.shtml.
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